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RCCO Ottawa Centre Executive Slate 2009-2010

The following is the proposed slate of candidates for the RCCO Ottawa Centre Executive for 2009-2010:

President: Thomas Annand Convenors of Committees:
Vice-President: Moira Hayes Newsletter Editor Suzanne St-Germain
Secretary: Larry Kempffer Pro Organo Karen Holmes
Treasurer: Ross Jewell Program lan MacKay
Past President: Deirdre Piper Publicity Donald Russell
Chaplain: Rev. Dr. Mervin Saunders Professional Support  Rev. Dr. Daniel Hansen
Student Concerns Robert Jones
National Councillors: Frances Macdonnell Education Frances Macdonnell
Deirdre Piper Social Barbara Neve
Donald Marjerrison Historic Organs John Wanless
Thomas Annand Archives Bill Vineer
Membership Donald Marjerrison
Webmaster Ross Jewell

... at our Annual General Meeting on
Monday, June 1%, 2009, at
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church.

7:00 pm refreshments, meeting at 7:30.
See you there.




Member of the Year: Karen Holmes

Karen was born and raised in Toronto,
where she completed an ARCT in piano
and a BA in Modern Languages (French
and Russian) at U. of T. She received a
scholarship from the French Government
for further studies in French, and chose to
go to Toulouse. Karen had always studied
piano and she thought there would be a
piano in her student residence to continue
practising. But, this was not the case, so
she went to the Conservatoire to see if
she could practise on a piano there. This
brought a laugh - there were too many
piano students and not enough pianos.
However, they were about to start an organ
class, and would she like to talk to the
organ professor (Xavier Darasse)?

She had never really liked the organ in
Toronto where the only instruments she
knew were not great. Still, she thought
that playing the organ would be better than
nothing. Then, of course, she discovered
the European organ world, and also found
for the first time that she could practice as
much as she wanted.

Karen stayed three years in Toulouse,
and earned the Premier prix d’orgue from
the Conservatoire and also a Certificat de
fin d’études in flute. She also attended
summer organ courses in St-Maximin,
France, and Harlem, the Netherlands.

After three years, Karen decided it
was time to come back to Canada where

she heard of a church job in Ottawa at
Westboro United Church. Karen was
organist there for six years, during which
she met her future husband, who was in
the choir. They were married and had two
children.

She also started teaching organ,
harpsichord and Baroque ensembles at
the University of Ottawa. Karen applied
for the job at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
when she heard that they were about to
install a tracker-action organ, the first
modern tracker in Ottawa. She was
Music Director at St. Peter’s for 11 years
before taking some time off from regular
church work. This gave her time to do
the ARCCO and FRCCO examinations,
as well as some supply playing, including
several long-term interim organist jobs.
She returned to St. Peter’s in 2001.

Karen’s local involvement with the
RCCO has included stints as Programme
Convenor, Student Concerns Convenor,
Centre President and Convenor of the Pro
Organo Ottawa recital committee. Karen
was Programme Convenor for both the
1983 and the 2003 National Conventions
which had very successful programmes.
She has been National President, member
of the Examinations Committee, including
six years as Chair. This year, Karen was a
“Travelling Clinician” and visited Thunder
Bay, Winnipeg, the Annapolis Valley and
Charlottetown.

Karen has recorded two CD’s. The
first, called Bach Kaleidoscope features
music for organ, harpsichord and
fortepiano by nine members of the Bach
family (The organ part was recorded
at Eglise St-Francois-d’Assise). The
second CD, recorded at Eglise Ste-Anne,
highlights early Canadian organ music.

Since Karen has given so much
time and dedication to the RCCO, both
Nationally and to our Centre, we wish on
behalf of the Ottawa Centre, to formally
recognize her commitment and hard work.
At this Annual General Meeting, June 1%,
2009, we will be presenting Karen with
the ”"Member of the Year” plaque for her
past and continued dedication to so many
aspects of the RCCO.

-Don Marijerrison

Your new Pro Organo programme is enclosed.
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MAXINE THEVENOT

Canada/New Mexico

ELS BIESEMANS

Belgium-Belgique/Switzerland-Suisse

Friday, October 16, 2009 at 8 p.m.

Monday, November 30, 2009 at 8 p.m.
Vendredi 16 octobre 20092 20 h

Lundi 30 Novembre 2009 a 20 h

Basilique-Cathédrale Notre-Dame

Eglise Saint-Frangois-dAssise
(Sussex / Guigues)

(Wellington/Fairmont)

EVOLVING REPERTOIRE BACH PRIZE, Canadian International Organ Competition
REPERTOIRE EN EVOLUTION PRIX BACH, Concours international d'orgue du Canada
Vierne, Watson-Henderson, John Burge, Bach, Beethoven,Haydn, Mendelssohn,

Jeanne Landry, lain Quinn, Marcel Dupré Franck, Guilmant, Vierne

www.rcco-ottawa.ca
Wa SEASON ProOrgano@rcco-ottawa.ca
o 1 i SAISON

MICHAEL UNGER
(Canada/Rochester, NY

TERESA van den BOOGAARD,

LUCILLE BRAIS HILDESHEIM, Ottawa
A co-presentation with First Church of Christ, Scientist
Monday, May 10,2010 at 8 p.m.
Friday, February 5, 2010 at 8 p.m. Lundi 10 mai 2010220 h
Vendredi 5 février 20104 20 h
St. Andrew's Church

First Church of Christ Scientist (Wellington / Kent)

(Met(alfe / G|Im0ur) Photo: Stephen Kennedy
FIRST IPRIZE, AGO COMPETITION 2008
ORGAN AND HARP / ORGUE ET HARPE LAUREAT du CONCOURS AGO 2008
Handel, Owens, Pinkham, White, etc. Bach, Buxtehude, H. Bancroft, G. Litaize
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Name of donor, for programmes/Nom du donateur, pour les programmes:
Info/Tickets/Billets: 613-728-8041
ProOrgano@rcco-ottawa.ca

Name on card/Nom sur la carte

. . . Please make cheque payable to: SVP postez votre chéque au:
Season tickets / Billets de saison Royal Canadian College of Organists College royal canadien des organistes
_ x$60...... T — = PO Box 2270, Stn. D CP 2270, Succ. D
__x %45 (senior / age dor) ............. = Ottawa ON K1P5W4 Ottawa ON K1P5W4
X530 (student / étudiant) ......... = ot/ou Visa Mastercard
___Don/Donation* .........cccooueuviunn. =

Individual Tickets / Billets individuels Card Number/ Numéro de la carte

atthe door / alaporte: $20,$15,5$10
*Tax receipts for contributions
* Recu d'impdts en échange de votre contribution

Expiry date/ Date de I'expiration
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